The consequences of fire spreading through any of our hospitals, wheie several hundreds of sick people are located, many of them unable to help themselves in the panic which is sure To accompany a fire, would be so terrible that we have made inquiries at some of the large London and provincial hospitals regarding the means they had adopted to secure the safety of their patients and the protection of the building in the event of an outbreak; and we hereby wish to thank the officials for their courteous, and in some cases very full answers to our inquiries. The question naturally divides itself into four heads.
1. The prevention of fire. 2. The safety of the patients. 3 . The means at hand inside the building which the resident staff can bring into use immediately. And 4. The means which exist outside the building for coping with the fire when it has got firm hold, and when it may be presumed the patients have been removed to a place of safety.
1. As regards Prevention of Fire.?One of our correspondents remarks that the danger of outbreak of fire i3 much greater in the nurses' quarters than in the wards, and beyond doubt this is so. Where gas is the illuminant the use of inflammable curtains and blinds is a common source of danger, and their use should therefore be abolished. Out One of the superior staff should have charge of the drill classes, and another should direct the safety brigade, but each of these should know the duties of the other. The former would be on the spot immediately on the sounding of the fire alarm, and the latter would send additional help from other blocks as soon as she had satisfied herself that the patients were safe. The fire brigade staff would be divided into three sections: the first having charge of the buckets, the second of the corridor engines, and the third of the hoses.
One nurse or wardmaid from the bucket section should fill all the baths, so that no time would be lost in refilling the buckets, which loss of time would certainly happen if they had to be refilled from taps. All the fire brigade staff should be trained in all parts of the service, but each ward should have placed in some conspicuous part the names of the nurses and ward.-maids who would see to the buckets, corridor! engine?, and hoses respectively, for the month, or quarter, or half-year as the rule might be. By this division of labour all confusion ought to be avoided, and all sections would concentrate their appliances on the fire as soon as possible after the outbreak. If this has been on or near the floor the buckets may be sufficient before the hose is brought into use, but if it be a few feet high the corridor engines would be most useful and the buckets would be used for keeping the engines full of water. The domestic staff should be equally trained with the nursing staff in the use of all fire appliances, and should have their stations and duties as. accurately stated.
It cannot be denied that these fire alarms and fire practices disturb the arrangements of the wards or blocks,, and hence they are not always popular with the ward sisters but the advantages, nay the absolute necessity, of these fire alarms are so patent that all temporary inconveniences must be borne as well as possible. As regards the weekly drills they can be done very well out of doors provided hoses, engines, and tanks are conveniently placed, and at all these drills the instructor should in every practice check the time in which the hoses have been got ready, the corridor engines playing, and the buckets in use. The committee would do well to encourage this promptness by granting prizes or extra leave of absence to the staff of the block which came out first on the list. When the drill is in the ward, or when the fire alarm is sounded, the water must be turned on, but 
